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KEDAAAIO 1

Ynhpxov HOvo TpelC aAnBiva onpavTikol dvBpwnot otn {wh
Tou Bépvov: n Ntavtd, o0 Be6¢ KL o kUplog MkpLv.

Ynnpxav, BeBaiwg, kat ot tpogol. H Mouivy, n twpvh, kat npv
an’ auth n TZEw KLn AvviKLn Zdpa Kin MTkAAvTG. Autég ntav nou
Bupotav o BEpvov, aAAd sixav undpel kL AAeC MOAAEG. OLTpo-
(ol note dev €uevav NoAy, ddtt aduvatouoav va ta Nave KaAd
ue tnv Ntavtd. Aev eixav oxeddv kauld onpacia, kavéva 11k
Bapog, atov KOaHo Tou Bépvov.

Ynnhpxe ennA€ov Kt €va €{bog durthg Bedtntag ovopatt Ma-
HAMnaunag nou o Bépvov pvnpoveuE OTIG MPOCEUXEC TOU Kal
TOUC onoloug ouveEdee e To va kateBaivel oTo LOOYELD yia TO €ML-
66pnto. Htav oKIWOELG HOPPEG, MAVEHOPPES KL UNEPOXEC —LOIWG
N Mapd—, dpwg Kat ndAL dev avhkav oTov NPAYUATIKG KOOWO —
0ToV KOOWO Tou Bépvov.

Ta npaypuata otov k6opo tou BEpvov ntav kaB’ 6Aa unap-
K14. Onwg 10 XaAdkL 010 ndtwpa Tou nadikou dwpatiou, Ao-
you xdapn. Eixe npdoiveg kal AcUKEG plyeg KL NTav Tpaxuy ota
YUMVE ydvata, eV o€ pia Tou ywvia gixe pua tpuna nou o Bép-
VoV NMaAld tn yeydAwve UNouAa, Xxwvovtag Péoa ta 6AxTuAa
kal TpaBwvtag tnv. Onwc ot toixot Tou natdikou dwpatiou,
onou PeveCeblég (pldeg MAEKOVTAV ATEAELWTA NPOC Ta NAVW
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22 AGATHA CHRISTIE

yUpw ano €va potiBo nou dAAote €polade pe dlapdvtia KL aA-
Aote ndAL, av 10 napatnpouaceg ent wpa, he oTaupous. Auto
pavtale e€6xwc evolapepov otov BEpvov, KaBwg Kat Ayo pa-
YIKO.

Eixe KL €va KouvloTo aAoydKL AKOUUMNIOPEVO OToV €vav Toi-
X0, aAAd 0 Bépvov onaviwg 1o kaBahouoe. Eixe pla KoupeuTtikn
KNxavn tou YKaddv Kal PEPLIKA poptnydkia Pe ta onola énatle
kaunooo. Eixe pla xapnAh viouAdna yepdtn pe Atyo wg noAu
dlaAupEva naxvidla. X1o no YnAS pagt ixe ta nio Aaxtaplota
NG NepLexdpeva, e ta onola énaleg otav €Bpexe h 6tav n Nta-
V1@ htav oe acuvnBlota kKePLa. To Koutl pe g Mnoytég Bploko-
tav ekel, katta Mvéda pe AAnBveg Tpixeg KapnAag, KL évag ow-
POC LAOUCTPAOLOV XaPTOVLA YA XAPTOKOMTIKA. LTNV NPAyHaTKo-
™nta, 6Aa autd nou n Ntavtd xapaktnplle «1oanatooUALKa, mou
AEPWOVOUV, MOU BEV AVIEXW VA TA €XW MEG TN PEon». Me dAAa
AOy1a, Ta Kopupaia ToU anoKTAPata.

Kal aTo KEVTPO autoU ToU PEAAIOTIKOU cUunavtog natdikou
dwpatiou, beondlovtag navw an’ 6Aa, n (da n Ntavtd. O
un’ apBuov 1 avBpwnog otnv Tpidda tou Bépvov. Idlattépwg
ueyaAdowpn kat yepodepévn, KAAOCLOEPWPEVN Kal YEUATN
o@plyoc. MNavioyvwaotpla kKat navioduvaun. Aev ynopouceg va
v EeyeAdoelg tnv Ntavtd. Hrav mo £0nvia an’ 1a ayopdkia. Ka-
TLNoU Ki N {Bla €Aeye ouxvd. Eixe nepdoel GAN TN T {wh (po-
vtidovtag ayopdkia (kal NEPLOTaclakd Kal KoPLIodKLd, av Kal au-
16 Sev evbiEpepav Tov BEpvov), KL OAa ToUG eixav HEYAAWOEL Ka-
16 tpdno nou anotehouoe Mo Tiung otn SouAeld TNG. Etot €Ae-
ve n {61a, KL o B€pvov tnv nioteue. Aev au@EBaAAAE OTLKL 0 {Blo¢
otav peydAwve Ba anotehotoe Oépo TN yla Keivn, av Kat Ka-
UG opd 6ev Tou pawvotav kat moAU niBavo. Eixe kKat nou eve-
nvee 6€o¢ N NTavid, Ya Kat ouyxpovwe KAt 1o ansipwg eLAG-
€evo. HEepe tn owoth and@vinon oto KaBetl. [ta napddelyua, o
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MEINAZMENO 6HPIO 23

Bépvov TNC €Beoe eni TAnnTog 1o aiviypa Twv dlapavIy Kat
TWV 0TaUPWV OTNV Tanetoapia.

«E, howndv», eline n Ntavtd, «undapxouv dUo OYeLC o€ KABE
npdypua. Xiyoupa Ba 10 "xelg EavakoUoel autd».

Kat kaBwc o Bépvov tnv eixe akoUoel va Aéel akplBwg To (610
npayuda otn fouivt pla pépa, KaTeUVAOTNKE KL LKAVOMOINBNKE.
2V ev Adyw nepiotaon, n Ntavid sixe e€akolouBnoet Ayo-
v1ag Ot unhpxav Navia SUo OYELG Kal o€ KABE €pwdTNON, KAL 0TO
HEANOV 0 BEpvov naviote ontikonoloUaoe JUla €pLdTNON oav €va
Ke@aAaio A pe otaupoUcg va avappixwvtal otn Pia NAeUpa Ing
Kat dlapdvtia otnv aAAn.

Metd tnv Ntavtd akolouBouaoe o Bedc. O Bedg htav eniong
KaB’ 6Aa UNapPKTOG yla Tov BEpvov, Katd KUpto Adyo enewdh Ka-
TaAduBave NoAU xwpo 6’ autd nou €Aeye n Ntavtd. H Ntavta
nEepe 1a neploodtepa an’ 6oa €kaveg, aAAa o Bedg NEepe Ta na-
v1a, KL o B¢ Mhtav, av un Tt AAAo, akdua o 1ddtponog an’ tnv
Ntavtd. Aev ynopouacec va tov &elg Tov Be0, KATL To 0Moio, Katd
N yvun nou eixe o B€pvov and nawdi, tou €8wve €va Alyo adiko
NAEOVEKTNHA, KABWC ekelvog pnopouaoe va o€ BAENel. AkOua
KaL 0To OKOTAdL, 0’ €BAene. Kauld gpopd, 6tav o Bépvov nAdyla-
(e 010 KpeBATL ToU 10 BPA&du, N oKEWN Tou BeoU va Tov Kotddel
UEOQ an’ 10 oKoTAdL €KaVe TN PAXOKOKAALE Tou va avatpixtddel.

AAAQ, 0€ YEVIKEG YPAUMEG, 0 BeOC Atav €va AntacTo, Un antd
nAdopa og oUykplon pe v Ntavid. MnopoUoeg, Tov NepLooo-
TEPO KaLPO, va Tov EeXVAC eoKeppEVa. TouAdxioTtov pexptn Ntavta
va tov avaepel, Bapu KL aonkwTo, eNttoUtou otnv KouBévTa.

Mia popad o Bépvov dokiuaoe va e€eyepBel.

«Ntavtd, E€pete 1 Ba kaAvw otav neBavw;»

H Ntavtd, nou €énAeke KAAToeG, lne: «Mia, U0, Tpelg, TE0oE-
pLG, oploTe, TWpa pou 'puye Pia BnAtd. Oxt, kUpte BEpvov, dev ei-
pat BEBain ot E€pw».
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24 AGATHA CHRISTIE

«Ba ndw atov MNapadeloo. Ba ndw otov lNapddeloo kat Ba
ndw Pnpootd atov Bed, Ba ndw Kat Ba 01aBw PYNPOoTA Tou Kal
Ba nw: “Eloal €évag anailolog tUnog Kat o€ Pow!”.

21wnn. To 'xe kavel. To "xe Eeotopioel. Anioteuto, anapdutAAo
Bpaooc. Tt Ba cuvéBalve; Tt @pixth Twpia, yatvn h oupdvia, Ba
oV €BpPLoKE; MNeplueve pe koupévn tnv avdoa.

H Ntavtd eixe EavaBpel 1o pétpnua. Kolta&e tov Bépvov nd-
v an’ ta yuaAwd tng. ' Htav npeun, atdpaxn.

«To Bewpw aniBavo», oxoAlace, «o [NavtodUvapog va dwael
onuaoia ota Aeydpeva evég dtaktou ayoptou. [ouivy, mdoe pou
T0 WaABL av €XeLC TNV KaAooUvny.

0 Bépvov padeltnke, ouvIETpUPEVOG. Agv eixe vonpa. Agv
unopouoeg va BAAelg kdtw tnv Ntavtd. Ba npene va 1o €ixe Ka-
TOAABEL HEXPLTWOPA.

KL €netta ntav KL o kuplog Mkptv. O kKUplog Nkptv €uotade pe tov
Be6 an’ tnv dnoyn Ot dev Tov €BAeneG, aAAd yla tov BEpvov
Atav kaB’ 6Aa unapktog. HEepe, yla napddetypa, akplBwg nola
ATav n eppavion tou kKupiou Mkplv — pecaiou avacthpatog, eU-
OWOG, JE PLa apudpn opoldTNTa e ToV avaln Tou Xxwplou nou
Tpayoudouoe pe pePoUAlacTh puwvhn Baputovou otn xopwbia
TOU XWPLoU, UE KATAKOKKIVA UAYOUAQ Kal NEAWPLA JOUCTAKLA-
paBopitec. Ta pdta tou htav yaAdda, kataydhava Kat Aaunepd.
To onoubdalio pe tov KUpLo Nkpiv Ntav ot énatle — AGTpeuE 1o Nat-
xvidL. Ot nawxvibL kL av okapeidétav o B€pvov, autd akplBwg
Atav 1o nawxvidt nou Adtpeue va naidel o KUpLog Nkplv. Ki ixe Kt
AAAa XapakTNPLOTIKA. Eixe, yla napddetypa, ekatd nadld. Kat di-
Aa 1pla, EExwpa. Ta ekatd, ato puaAd tou Bépvoy, htav padlepué-
va, €vag xapwndg OXAog Nou £Tpexe NAVW KATW 0Ta 0OKAKLa
UE TIC 0€LEC 0TO Katont tou BEpvov kat tou kupiou Mkptv. AAAG
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MEINAZMENO 6HPIO 25

1a Tpla EExwpa ntav aAAwtika. Eixav ta tpia no unépoxa ovo-
uata nou o BEpvov eixe akoUoel NoTE: [MouvTA, ZKouipeA kat TpL.

0 Bépvov ntav, evOEXOPEVWE, €vVa JOVAXIKO ayopAaKl, aAAd
note Sev 10 €uabe. Aot BAENETe, €lxe Tov KUPLO KpLv Kat Tov
INouvTA, tov ZkouipeA kat tov Tpt va naidouv padf tou.

la NoAU Kalpo o Bépvov dev unopouoe va KataAhEeL we NPog
10 NoU Bplokotav 1o onitt tou Kupiou Ikptv. Tou 'pBe Eapvikd ot
0 KUpLog MkpLv, aopaiwg, ouoe oto Adoog. To Adoog avekaBev
ouvépnade tov Bépvov. H pa nAgupd tou Néprou ouvopeue Pe
10 Adoog. Eixe €vav ynAd, avoixté npdactvo EUAVO ppdxtn, mou
0 Bépvov neplétpexe KUPLOAEKTIKA KOAANPEVOC EMAVW TOU,
EUEAMIOTWOVTAG yla Kdnowa xapauada nou Ba tov dgnve va Bel
v AAAN nAeupd. Aldpopol wiBupol kat otevaypol kat Bpoioua-
1a Tov akoAouBouaoay, Aeg Kat ta 6€vipa ptAouoav avauetagu
TOUC. 2Ta JLod Tou gpaxtn eixe Pa nopta, aAAd, eeu, ntav na-
VIa KAEWBWHEVN, KL £T0L 0 BEpvov Noté dev pnopouce 0T aAn-
Bela va 6l nw¢ htav and peoa to Adood.

H Ntavd, evvoeital, note ¢ Ba tov nhyawve ekel. Onwg OAeg
olLvtavtadeg, npotouaoe €vav wpaio nepinato e otabepd Bn-
LATIOPO OTOV KEVTPIKG OpdUo Kal «va PNV KAVELS Ta Nddla oou
XAAla W’ autd ta oxxapgéva Bpeyueva eUAAa». Onodte 1o Adoog
ATav anayopeupéVo yia tov Bépvov. Ki autd tov €kave va 10 OKe-
(QTETAL OO Kal NePLoooTEPO. Mia pépa Ba £Tpwye To anoyeupa-
WO ToU eKel e Tov KUpLo Ikptv. O TouvTA Kt o ZKouipeA kLo Tpt
Ba ayopadav kavoupyla kooTtoupla €10IKA yla tnv nepiotacn.

To nadikoé dwuato EeBwplace ota pdta tou Bépvov. Hrav
unepBoAKA pikpd. HEepe ta ndvta yia dauto. O khnog htav dA-
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26 AGATHA CHRISTIE

Ao npdyua. Htav ot aAnBela €vag tpouepd cuvapnaotikog K-
nog. Eixe 1600 NOAAG KL aAALWTIKA KoppdTa. Ta peydAa povo-
ndta napdAANAQ e Toug KaAOKoUPEUEVOUC BAUvVouG e Ta dla-
KOOMNTIKG MOUAGKLA, 0 VEPOKNMOG E Ta XOVIPA TOU Xpuooya-
pQ, 0 MNEPTOIXIOPEVOG ONWPWIVAC, O AYPLOG KAMOC HE TIC apU-
YOOALEG TOU TNV AvolEn Kat T0 aAGUAALO HE TIG QONPLEG AEUKEQ
KaL TIG KaPnavoUAeg nou gUTtpwvav ota pLld Toug Kat, 1o Kopu-
(paio 6AwWV, T0 KaYKEAOPPAXTO KOUUATL 6rou Bpiokovtav ta epei-
nia tou naAou ABaeiou. Ekel 0 BEpvov Ba nBeAe va peivel po-
VOG TOU — Y10 VO OKAPPAAWOEL Kal va e€epeuvnoel. AANG noté
dev 1oV apnvayv. Xtov undAotno KANo Jnopouoe va KAvel Afyo
NoAU 6,1 NBeAe. H Mouivi ndvta tov ouvédeue, aAAd kaBwg and
ula afloonpeiwn oupntwon TUXalve NAvia va TPakdpeL tov
BonBd Tou kKNnMoupou, pnopouce va naidel ta nawxvidia tou
anpookonta, Xxwpeig va 1paBd wlaitepa v NPoooxn TnG.

21yd olyd o kéopog tou Bepvov dieupuvBnke. O 6{dupog aote-
plopo¢ Mapa-Mnapndg xwpiotnke ota duo, €ywvav duo dla-
Kpttol dvBpwnol. O Mnapndg nap€uelve vepeAwdng, aAAd n
Mapd €ywve €va kaB’ 6Aa antd dropo. Epxdtav ouxva oto nat-
O1K6 dwpdTtio yia va naifet e 1o «noAuayannuevo Jou ayopd-
Ki». O BEpvov avexotav TI¢ ENOKEYPELS TNG WE ooBapotnta Kl
EUYEVELQ, aV Kal autd ouvhBwg ohpalve OTL ENPENE VA EYKA-
TaAe{yel o nawxvidl nou €natle ekeivn tnv Wpa Kat va dexTel
€va dAAo 1o onolo, kKatd tn yvaun tou, &gv 10 NAnoi{adle oUute
Katd dldvola. Kautd gopd tn cuvodeuav KL ENOKENTPLES, OMO-
1€ €0(lyye Tov Bépvov otnv aykaAld tng (katt nou o Bépvov ol-
xawvotav) kat pwvade:

«Elvatt6oo unépoxo va eioat untépal As Ba 1o xoptdow no-
1€l Na éxelc €va aglaydnnto HwpaKL 0AGOIKO 0oU».
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Katakokkivog, o BE€pvov eAcuBepwvotav an’ tnv aykaAld
NG Adtt bev htav kaBoAou HwpdKL Htav TpLv €TWv.

Kowtddovtag am’ tnv GAAN akpn tou dwpatiou pia gepa, Enet-
10 ano PLa TET0la OKNVA, €(6€ TOV NATEPA TOU VA OTEKEL OTO AVOLY-
Ha TG NopTag Kat va tov napatnpel ue aapdovio Upogc. Ta BAEW-
KaTa Toug dlaotaupwBnKkav. Katt oav phvupa JetadoBnke, KAt
nou katdAaBav KL ot dUo — €va aioBnua cuyyévelag, yyutntac.

Ot piAeg TG unTtépPag Tou pthodoav.

«TL Kplpa, Mdipa, nou &€ oou poldlel. Ba Atav unépoxa ta
HAAALG ooU 0" €va NAdAKL».

AAG 0 Bépvov eixe vidooel pua apvidla unepngavela.

‘Epolale otov natépa tou.

0 Bépvov navta Bupotav th pEpa nou n Auepikavida kupia hp-
B¢ oto onit Toug yla peonueptavo. Kat apxdg, Adyw twv eEn-
ynoewv tng Ntavtdg nepl AepIKNG, Tnv onola, 6nwg cuveldn-
Tono{noe Katony, cuvéxee e tnv Auotpaia.

KatéBnke yla 1o endopnio epBpdvintog. Otav n Kupia auth Bpl-
okoétav otnv natpida g, Ba nepnatoloe avdnoda, Pe 10 KePAAL
va KPEPETaL NMPog ta katw. [Npdyua nou Atav apKeTo yia va Tov Ka-
VELVA TNV KOAdeL e youpAwpEva patia. KiennAgov, n kupia xpn-
oldonolo’oe aAAOKOTEG AEEELC yIa Ta anAoUoTepa NpAyuata.

«Ma b¢ev eival afloAatpeutog; Asg €dw, kapdoUAa Pou, oou
"XW QEPEL VA KOUTE KapapeAe. Ae Beg va 'pBelg va TG NApeELg;»

0 Bépvov nAnoiaoe dlotaktkd: 6éxTnke 10 dwpo. H Kupla
npo@avwg dev NEePE TLTNG yivetat Agv NTav anAEC KAPAUEAEC,
aAAG QUTEG 0L OKANPEG oL wpaleg nou eixav ato EdwBoupyo,
nou NBeAav NoAU pdaonya.

‘Hrtav kat dUo KUplol ekel, 0 €vag toug 0 ouduyog NG Auepl-
kavidag kuplag. Autoc eine:
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28 AGATHA CHRISTIE

«Z€PELG va avayvwpllelg o JLIodALpo, aydpt Jou;»

Kl apéowg petd anodeixtnke 1L 10 PLOOALPo Atav SIKo Tou,
0 B€pvov unopouace va 1o Kpathoel. LUVOAIKA, NTaV JLa Unépo-
XN PEPQ.

0 Bépvov note &€ cuAhoyilotav Wlaitepa o onitt tou. HEepe
Ot NTav PJeYaAUTEPO an’ To OM{TL ToU EPNUEPLOU, OMOU KapLd (o-
pd nAyawve enfokewn yua todL, aAAd onaviwg enalle pe GAAa nat-
614 n nnyawve ota onitta toug, Onote ekelvn N PEpa Tov yEPLoE Bau-
Haopo KLanopia. Otenokénteg EevaynBnkav ' 0AOKANPO 10 oni-
T, KL N @wvh Ing Auepikavibag kKuplag upwvotav aveueAa.

«Ma L unépoxo €nnAo. Exelg Eavadei t€tolo npdyua; MNevia-
koolwv €Ty, einate; @pavk, dkou va delg. Tng enoxng tou Ep-
pikou tou H" — €ivat oav va akoug uéBnpa ayyAikng otopiac.
Kat 1o ABagio eivat aképa naidtepo, inate;»

lNAyav navtou, Badidovtag péoa an’ t1ov JakpoaoTevo dladpo-
1o énou npoowna nou éuotalav aAAdKoTa pe autod Tou BEpvoy,
€ oKoUpa PATIa KoVTA To €va 0To AAAO Kal 0Teva KEPAALQ, Kol-
tadav an’ 1oug {wypapLopEVoug KapBadeg toug aAalovikd N Je
nayepn avoxn. Eixe nivakeg pe npaeg yuvaikeg ue ppaunala-
6e¢ M e papyapltdpla NAEyPEVA 0Ta HAAALG TOUC —OL YUVAIKEG
twv Nt€p Atav KaAod va eival Npagg, NavipepEVeS KaBwg htav
UE aypoikoug euyeveig nou dev hEepav PNnte T Ba net péBog pn-
1€ 1L Ba nel olktog—, oL onoieg Koitalav e endokipacia n Mdi-
pa Ntélp, Tnv teAeutaia ng yevidg toug, kaBwg Badile ano ka-
Tw toug. A’ tov BLédpopo e Toug nivakeg Bynkav oto TeTpd-
YWVO XOA, KL and KeL 0To SwATIO Tou LEpEQ.

H Ntavtd €ixe anopakpuvel Tov Bépvov npo noAAou. Tov
avtapwoav ndALotov KNMo, va tatlel ta xpuadyapa. O natépag
Tou Bépvov eixe ndel oto onittyla va pépeL 1o KAl yla tnv au-
A6nopta nou odnyouace ota epeinia tou ABagiou. Ot enoKENTEG
elxav peivel povol touc.
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«[ono, Opavk», €ine n Apepikavida kupla. «Aev givat anAa
unépoxo; Toon otoplia. MNou népace and natépa o€ yio. Poua-
VTIKO, €101 Ba 10 Xapaktplla, aBdotaxta popavtiké. Toon oTo-
pla. la pavtdoou! Mw¢ 1a Katapepvouy;»

Tote Atav nou piAnoe o AAAog kUplog. Aev Atav Wblaitepa oyt-
ANTkéC, onote o Bépvov dev tov eixe akoUoel va PIAAEL kaBo-
Aou. Opwc topa dvolEe ta xelAn Tou Kat Eeotouloe pla AEEn —
ULa AEEN 1000 payeuTikh, 1600 puotnplwdn, 16oo e€aiola, nou
o Bépvov 6ev tn Anopdvnoe note.

«KpauyaA€o», elne o GAAOG KUpPLOG.

Kat npotou o B€pvov npoAdBet va tov pwthoel (6nwg oké-
neue) 1L ohpave n Baupdotla auth AEEN, MPOEKUYE €vag akOua
NEPLONACHOC.

H untépa tou Bynke an’ 1o onitt. Miow tng 0 NAoG €due — €va
nAloBaaciAepa KatGAANAO yla nivaka, and €VIovo XpuoaPEvLo
Kal KOKKLVO. 2T0 (POVTO auTo, 0 Bépvov €lbe T untépa tou, T
€ld€ yla Npwtn Popd —utla Baupdctia yuvaika e Asuko 6€ppa
Kat nuppo€avBa YaAALd, éva nAdcpua oav g {wypapLeg oto Bi-
BAlo Tou e TIg vepdldeg—, Tnv €(be afapva oav KATLTO UNEPOXO,
T0 NAVEUOPPO.

Aev €ueAle va Eexaoel NOTE ekelvn TNV Napd&evn oTyun.
‘Hrtav n untépa tou, KL Atav navepop®n, Kat tn Adtpeus. KAt pe-
0a Tou novouag, oav oouBALG — pdvo nou dev Atav névog. Ku
€vag aAAOKoTOoC BOUBOC hXNoe PEC OTO KEPAAL TOU — €vag Bpo-
vIEPOC BOpUBOC Mou KATEANEE WPIAOC Kal YAUKOG 0aV T0 KEAAN-
6lopa evog MOUALOU. 210 6UVOAS TNG, Jia e€alola oTtyun.

Kt avakatn pyadi ing, n Jaylkn ekeivn AEEN — kpauyaAgo.
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Fouivit n Tpodg €peuye. OAa ouvéEBnoav am’ T Pla otypn

otnv dAANn. Ot unoAotnot unnpéeteg YiBUpllav avauetau
touc. H louivt ékAatye. ExkAatye anapnydpnta. H Ntavta the €pt-
€e «&vav €€AYPaApo», ONwG o Xapaktnplle, KL enetta n fouivt
€KAaLye akOua N onapaxtka. Eixe katito poBepod atnv 6Yn n
Ntav1d, épotade no PeyaAdowpn an’ 6,1t ouUVNBWG, KL EKAVE Ne-
pLooo6TEPO BépuBo dtav Kivouvtav. H Mouivi, onwc hEepe o Bép-
vov, £peuye e€attiag Tou Natepa. AEXTNKE TO YEYOVOG QUTO XW-
pic 1blaltepo evblapepov N neplepyetla. OLtpoPol Epeuyav OVIWG
Kauld popd e€attiag Tou natépa.

H pntépa tou €ixe kAelotel otV kAPapd tnG. EKAalye KL eKel-
vn. O B€pvov tnv dkouye PEaa an’ TV KAEoTh népta. Aev €oTel-
A€ KAMOLa UNNPETPLa VA TOV KAAEDEL, KL OUTE KL EKEIVOU TOU Mé-
pace an’ 10 HUAAO va nast va tn Bpel. LTV npaypatkdnta,
EviwBe Pla apudpn avakouelon. Lixavatav Tov NXo Twv ava-
(PLANTWV, TOUG AUYHOUC nou €potadav pe Blan katanoon, ta na-
patetapéva pouBouviopata, dos nou Navta ta kKAduata Eeonou-
oav heg oT agtud oou. Autol nou €kAatyav ndvia o€ aykaAla-
Cav. 0 Bépvov awxavotav autou tou €{6oug Toug NXoug 100 KO-
V14 oT a@ud tou. Aev unnpxe tinota oTov KOOPO Nou va olxai-
VETAL MEPLOOOTEPO an’ Tov AdBog nxo. ' €kave va aoBaveaat
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(apwpévoc oav Epd PUAAO. AuTo Atav To wpaio XapakInPLoTL-
KO Tou Kuplou kptv. INoté Sev €Byade 1o AaBog €idog hxou.

H Touivt etolpade ¢ anookeueg tng. 'Hrav ki n Ntavtd padl
NG — Pla Atyotepo poBepn Ntavid tpa, oxeddv ula avBpwni-
vn Ntavtd.

«E, Aowndy, va oou yivel yaBnua autd, kopitol pou», eine n
Ntav1a. «Agv €xel coUpTaAPEPTA OTO NOPEVO onitt mou Ba nagy.

H lNouivt pouBouvioe KdttL ylodhoya — OTL Oev £YIVeE Kal KavE-
va PEYAAO KAKO.

«KLoUte Ba ywotav kat noté, BEAw va eAnidw, pe peva uneu-
Buvn», eine n Ntavd. «[oAAd npoBAApata npokUnTtouy, Ba €Ae-
Ya, an’ 1a KOKKIva JaAALd. Ot KOKKIVOUAAAEG elval ndvta aAlo-
MAPPEVEG, £T0L EAEYE N Ayannth UNtEpa Pou. Ag Aéw 0Tl loal
Kako Kopitol. AAG auto nou €kaveg eival akouyo. AKopyo —
Kat de Ba nw tnot GAAo».

KuLoénwc eixe ouxva napatnpnaoel o Bépvov ot ouvéBalve pe-
T4 TN CUYKEKPLUEVN @pAch, €lne KL AAAQ, Kal JAAloTa KAunoaoa.
Ma ekeivog €naye va akouUel, 10Tt otoxalotav tn AEEN «AKou-
Wo». To «kKouWo», NEEPE, NTav KATL MoU EAEYEC Yla €va KAnEAO.
[MoU KoAANoUOE 6w 10 KANEAO;

«TL Ba neL “akopuywo”, Ntavid;» tn pwINoe apyoTeEPa UEC 0TN
uEpQ.

H Nrtavtd, ue 1o otopa Ing yepdto kappitoeg, Ol0tL €pabe €va
Awvé KootoUuL yia tov BEpvov, anokpiBnke:

«AvApuOoCTOo».

«[t Ba net avapuooto;»

«AvAppooTo €ival ta ayopdkla va Kavouv avonteg epwtn-
o€lg», €lne n Ntavtd, pe v ende€lotnta Ing Hakpdg enayyeA-
HaTkng otadlodpopiag e,

To {610 andyeupa o natépag tou Bepvov npBe oto naldikod
dwupdrtio. Eixe yla napd&evn, peuyaléa EKQpaon — BUCTUXIOWE-

The Rosalind Hicks Charitable Trust, 1930. All rights reserved.
© Agatha Christie Limited, 1930. All rights reserved. / © EKAOZEIZ WYXOrIOZ A.E., ABrhva 2026



32 AGATHA CHRISTIE

VN KL avUnotaxtn ouyxpovwe. Mnpog ota youpAwéva, Yeua-
10 NePLEPYELa pdtia Tou Bépvoy, pdppace avenaiobnta.

«[ela oou, B€pvov».

«KaAnonépa, natépa».

«Ba Ndw ot1o Aovdivo. X€ XAPETW, HIKPE».

«Ba ndte oto Aovbdivo enedn pihnoate tn Nouiv» pwinoe
OAo NeplEpyela o Bépvov.

0 natépag tou Ee0TOPLOE Lo am’ AuTEG TIG AEEeLG mou o Bep-
vov hEepe OTL Bev €Mpene va aKOUEL KAVOVIKA — MOAAW O€ PAA-
Aov va enavaAauBavel. Hray, 6nwg hEepe, pia AEEN nou o pe-
yaAot dvipeg xpnatgonolovoay, aAAd ta ayopdkia note. To ye-
yovdG autd kaBlotouaoe T AEEN TG00 oUVAPNACTIKA, WOTE O
Bépvov ouvnBile va anokoldiEtal enavaiapBavovTag tn voe-
P4, pad{ he pia AAAN anayopeupévn AEEN. T AEEN «KoPOEDEG.

«[otog dtdoAog o’ 10 €ine autd;»

«Kaveig», eine o BEpvov, apou 10 OKEPTNKE NPOG OTLYHAV.

«Kal 10te NWC 10 £UaBbeg;»

«Aev TN PLAhoate dnAadh;» pwtnae o Bépvov.

0 natépag tou BLEOXLOE TNV KAPAPa XwpP(G va Tou anavtnoeL

«H louivt ge piAdel kauld popd», oxoAiaoe o Bépvov. «AANG
o€ pou noAuapégaoel. MNpgnet va th PAAwW KL eyw PeTd. O Knnou-
POC TN PGl MOAU. AutoU @aivetal va tou apgoel. Eyw ta Bpi-
okw xadd ta eIALd. Ba pou apeae NePLooOTEPO vVa PIAAwW tn oui-
vLav APouv PeyaAog, Natépa;»

«Na, €lne ekeivog Bappetd. «Etotvopidw. Ovylol, EEpelg, kaula
(POopa dtav PeyaAwvouv polddouv NoAU 0Toug NATEPASES TOUC».

«Ba ’'BeAa va oag pyoldow», ine o BEpvov. «Elote moAU Kahdg
avaBdng. To eine kL o Zay. Elne ot dev undpxel aviaglog oag
0’ OAGKEPN TN XWPA, KL OTLdEV UNNPEE KAAUTEPOC KPITNS AAGYwWV
and oag noté». O Bépvov Eeatoploe BLaoTka TG TEAEUTAIEG AEEELG,
«Ba npotouaoa va poldow o€ oag napd ot Pntépa. Otav innevet
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N UNTEPQ, PETE TOU aAGYou Tou novdel n pdxn. Etol elne o ap».

AkohouBnaog GAAN pla navon.

«H paua éxet novokEpao kat nAaylader, npooBeoe o BEpvov.

«ZEPW».

«Inv anoxalpethoarte;»

«Ox».

«Ba tnv anoxalpetnoete; Aot npénet va Blaoteite. Nopidw
OTL akoUw TNV duaga va NAnoladew.

«Nopidw 611 dev npoAaBaivw».

0 Bépvov €yveye 6Ao katavonon.

«KaAo pou qaivetal 1o ox€016 oag. Ae W’ ap€oeL va npéEneLva
PNAW KOOPO Otav KAaiel. Ag HoU NOAUAPEDEL £TO0L KL AAALLDG Va
hE QIAGEL N Papd. Me opilyyel NoAU kat pou wiBupidel oto agtl.
Nou{dw 61 oxeddv Ba npotpouoa va giAnow tn louive. Ecelg
nota Ba npotouaoarte, Natépa;»

H awpvidla avaxwpnon Tou Natépa tou an’ tnv Kapapa tov
BopuBnoe. H Ntavtd eixe pnet yua otyun npty. 21dBnke pe oe-
Baopd oto NAALYLa va aphoeL ToV KUPLO TNG va Nepdoel, KLo Bép-
vov €{xe TNV apudpn unoyia ot eixe KATOPBWOEL Va PEPEL TOV
natépa tou o€ HUoKoAN BEan.

H Kéw, n BonBo¢ kapapiépag, npBe va apnoet to todi. O Bép-
vov €nate pe 1a TouBAdKLa tou otn ywvia. H naAld, yaAhvia
atuooPalpa NG NABIKNG Kauapag tov £(wae Kat NAAL

Mua Eapvikn dlakonn. H untépa tou atekdtav 010 Avolyua tng
néptac. Ta pdta ing ntav npnopéva an’ 1o KAAaua. Ta okounle
U’ €va pavtiAL 2tekotav ekel, dpapatikd, oxedov Beatpikd, du-
OTUXIOMJEVN.

«EQuye», avapwvnaoe. «Xwpig va pou net pia AeEn. Xwpig pia
AEEN. AX, YIOKa pou. MOKa ou».
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Al€ox10€ BlaoTika tov Xwpo Kal nhpe tov BEpvov otnv ayka-
Atd Ing. O nUpyog, TOUAGxXLoToV €va TOUBAGKL YNAGTEPOG
an’ ornolovénnorte eixe xtioel ato NApeABAY, YKPEPIOTNKE KL £y~
ve ouvIp{ppLa. H pwvh tng untépag tou, duvatn Kat tapayuévn,
TPUNwaoe oTo aPti Tou.

«[awdl pou, yie pou, opkioou pou ot note de Ba pe Ancpo-
VAOELC — OpKioou Pou, opkioou.. »

H Ntavta nAnciaoe npog 1o PEPOG TOUG.

«EAate, Kupla, eAate TOpa, Kuplia, pnv Kavete €10l KaAUte-
pa va nécete NdAL va nAaylaocste. Kun'lviiB Ba oag gpépel €va
wpaio (eotd T0ayaKL.

0 16V0¢ TNC VNG TNG NTAV QUTAPXIKOG — AuaTNPOG.

H puntépa tou e€akoAouBouaoe va kAalel e ava@Antd Katva
Tov oglyyetl ohogva. OAGKANPO 10 owpa tou Bépvov dpxioe va
netpwvel o€ avtiotaon. MnopoUoe va 1o avextel Alyo akéua —
eAAXL0Ta akOpa— KL €netta Ba €kave 6,1t NBeAE n apd, apkeiva
Tov Apnve.

«[pénet va pe anodnuuoelg, Bépvov, va pe anodnpdoeLg
yla 10 JaptUpLo Nou pou Npo&Evnoe o natépag oou. () B€€ povu,
1 Ba anoyivw;»

Kdanou oto BaBog tou puaiou tou, o B€pvov cuvaloBavotav
NV napouaia g K& — olwnnAn, EKoTatikn, va anoAapBavel
v OAN OKNVA.

«EAdte, kupla», elne n Ntavtd. «Etol Ba tapd€ete 1o nadi». H
auTapPXIKOTNTa 0TN PWVN TNG ATav TG00 £€vIovn auth Tn popd,
nou n untépa tou BEpvov unékuye. [€pvovtag adbuvapa oto
unpatoo tng Ntavtdg, tnv denaoe va v napeL an’ v Kauapa.

H Ntavtd enéotpeye Alyo apydtepa, pe 10 NpOCwno avayo-
KOKKIVIOMEVO.

«[ono», eine n Kéuty, «nw¢ €kave €10L; Yotepia Kavovikh —
€101 10 Aéve! Tt B€apa, BeoUAN pou. Agv NIoTeUELS va KAVEL Ka-
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UG kouTtoupada, €101, Exoupe KL QUTEC TIC OLXAPEVEG AUVOUAEC
otov kNno. O KUpLog elvatl peydAn pdpka — OxL OTL Bev €xeL ave-
XTel MOAAQ pe dautn. M’ OAEC QUTEC TIC OKNVEC KAl TIG VEUPLKEG
Kploelg.. »

«ApKel, veapa», eine n Ntavtd. «Mnopeic va ouvexioelg in
HoUAeLd oou, Kal To va oudnTd T0 KATWTEPO UNNPETIKO MPOowW-
niké {nthpata autou Tou (6oUG JE TOUG avVWTEPOUG Tou €ival
kT nou Sev €xw BeLva yivetal noté o€ kaAd onitt. H untépa oou
Ba 'npene va o€ eixe eknaldeUoel KAAUTEPQ».

M’ éva tivaypa tou ke@aAou, n Két anooUpBnke. H Ntavta
€KaVve ToV YUPO Tou xapnAou tpanedloy, PeTakivaovtag eAda-
VLa Kat Matdkia pe anpokAntn aypldtnta. Ta xefAn tng adAeuay,
KaBwW¢ pouppoUplle péoa anm’ ta 66vTia Tng.

«Na Bddet 16€€¢ 010 PUAAS Tou NadloU. Agv To avéxopuat. . .»
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